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DEDICATED 


To the glory of those lucky souls who are 
in search of truth and righteousness, and 


Ta the Wisdom of those competent men, who 
Distinguish between right and wrong, and 


To the prowess of those who brush away 
The fake and iake to the truth, and 


To the courage of those who stop at none 
Once the truth has manifested itself full. 


A correspondent wrote a very lengthy letter wherein 
fie endeavoured to prove that Isa Masih (alaihis 
salaam) was dead and would not descend before the 
Resurrection. In support of his theory he referred to 
the writings of renowned Muslim jurists and 
commentaries on the fioly Quran, etc. Hadhrat 
Maulana Mufiammad Yusuf Ludhianvi took afl his 
insinuations one by one with great care and confidence 
and pointed out the numerous misquotations and 
misleading conclusions by the correspondent. 
Ultimately, Maulana Ludhianvi established beyond 
any doubt the Ummah's conviction and consensus on 
the Gfe and ordained descent of Jesus (alaihis 
salaam). 


peal! jam ll dll pau 
“(ileal cpl oulge gle p Mary All soa! 


Respected Sir, Greetings! 


Thank you very much for your letter 
dated 5-11-1979 which 1 read carefully with all its 
contents. Your purpose in writing this letter is not 
to initiate an argument with me, so you write, but to 
understand from me certain issues involved with 

. This ie a praiseworthy move on your 

part. Apparently, your objective is your quest for 
truth. I pray that Allah be kind on 1s to achieve our 
objects, for me to evaluate and for you to grasp 
conscientiously. More often than not, I come across 
gentlemen who argue unnecessarily, which is not 
the case with you as you write. Moreover, you say 
you don't want to be associated with "Mirzaiyyat’ 
and this is not your concarn. I am glad to learn that 
~you are a simple straight-forward Musalman. On 
ica part, let me assure you I have respect for every 
» Mirzai or not. Actually, I don't bother to 

ee all that because my mission is to examine 
what is placed before me for evaluation. Therefore, 
I hope you'll be good enough to peruse my 
submissions coolly and dispassionately and if you 
get convinced of a point I may have made, do adopt 
it unhesitatingly. Conversely, if I have erred 

m please inform me. 


Ummah's Consensus on Isa Masih alaihis 
salaam’s life and descent 


Your letter opens with this sentence: 
"Several research scholars of Ummah are 
convinced of the death of Masih alaihis salaam.” I 
begin with my submission that he is alive and shall 
revisit the world. This is based on the universally 
accepted Ummah's belief. With the Ummah this is 
not at all controversial. Right from the times of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah (sail 
Allahe alaihe wasallam) up to Mujaddid Alf-Thani 
and Shah Wali Ullah Dehlavi (Allah's mercy be on 
them) there are more than one hundred Ahadith 
reported on this subject. Besides, Ahadith are on 
record from the venerable Sahaba, Companions of 
the Prophet and their rightful suecessors, 
(Tabaeen). May Allah be pleased with them all. 
These Ahadith are based on continuous unbroken 
chain of citations, hence these are called (Ahadith- 
e-Mutawatirah) (Steady uninterrupted Ahadith). 


JURISTS OF ISLAM 
Imam Abu Hanifa 


I have before me a treatise of Imam Abu 
Hanifa who lived from 80 AH to 150 AH. Possibly 
this is the first book that exists on Istami dogmas. 


9 
totes cuales coals Saal cya 
Mabe ere ce ue dats Laie ce Cont 
Le gle Tlaall p.gg Sole Me Shen abauall ce p Mell 
ayy Uy AIS Ga Lasanal ba tly cary 
— ppt Lal poem ll atas ce 
; (rigs Slag) 


(Translation) “Appearance of Dajjal, coming 
of Yajooj Majooj (Gog Magog), rising of the 
sun from the west, descent of Isa bin 
Maryam ailaihis salaam from the sky and 
other signs preceding the Day of Judgement 
as per ‘sahih’ Ahadith are true and will 
certainly occur, Allah, the Exalted, guides 
whosoever He wants towards ‘straight path’. 

(Sharah Figah Akbar, p.136). 


Imam Abu Hanifa is a personality of the 
second Hijri and the fact that he mentioned this 
dogma testifies that (a) religious authorities and 
Islami ecclesiastics of the first two Hijris had their 
belief in it and that (b) source of this belief was none 
but the direct personality of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sai! Alicho ailaihe 
wasallam and his Respected Companions (May 
Allah be pleased with them). Then these who 
followed them mentioned this dogma in their 
writings persistently and they were all virtuous, 
truthful and pious men. As an obedient Ummaiti, 
theréfore, I must believe in the genuineness and 


10 


bonafides of this dogma. Since you profess to be a 
Musalman of.no less degree, and indeed so, I beg of 
you to clinch at it without a demur and place your 
faith (Eeman) conclusively in it; nay, I say it is 
obligatory (wajib) on you, 


Imam Tahavi 


Take the case of Imam Tahavi here (d.361 
AH). He was a Mujaddid of the fourth Hijri. He 
wrote a small book; giving details of Islami 
dogmas, popularly known as Agidatul Tahavi. This 
book is included even in the curriculum of children 
studying in primary classes. It opens with these 
remarks: 


Tebagdly dint Jal Sarde glis So hia” 
Segltll ys Gyles Tighe coal Mall gid Gade (le 
Chpainy ila gyauall yp tame dll ure poly 
O2all Lye coe cygalling Ley caren cyale el 
C1 ye) — Gaallall og Gstssey 
(Translation) "This is an account of dogmas, 
which are in line with the beliefs of jurists of 
Islam, such as: Imam Abu Hanifa, Noman 
bin Thabit Koofi, Imam Abu Yusuf Yagoob 


bin Ibrahim Ansari Imam Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad bin Hasan Shebani (May Allah 


i! 


be pleased with them). Here shall be 
mentioned those fundamentals of Deen 
which formed beliefs of those saints who 
prayed in accordance with those beliefs and 
paid due homage to Allah”. (p.2.). 


Taking the dogma of Hadhrat Isa (Jesus) 
»scent from the sky as one of the basics of our 
eed, he writes: 


Gt ene da ziy dlaall gyyde oiy 

goal crrdvy Leull Ge pda) ale pay 

gazes lye ris cy yustill ¢ gles on 5iy gualy 
CVF ye) Lge ge Ge a Yh Gls 


(Translation) "And we lay our belief in 
Dajjal's appearance, in the descent of 
Hadhrat Isa bin Mariam from the sky, in 
the coming forth of Gog Magog (Yajooj 
Majooj) and we believe that the sun will rise 
from the west and Dabbatul Ardh (beasts of 
land) shall come out from their place” 
(p.13). , 


These are all portents of Doomsday about 
hich the Holy Prophet plusjyaledii je and the 
uran Hakeem have provided accounts which are 
atailed as well as brief. 


In those times, only the philosophers and 
he heretics refused to believe in the descent of 
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Hadhrat Isa alaihis -salaam. Otherwise no 
Musalman with belief in Allah and His Prophet 
rejected this dogma. . 


Allama Safareeni 


Hence Allama Safareeni (4.1188 A.H.) in 
Lawamey Anwarul Bahiyyah has proved this 
dogma from the Quran Hakeem, holy Ahadith and 
the consensus of ulema and jurists, 


Jag gle UH cata! add plan VI Ll 

gala layh Alla ly pall Sle pi ce anee 

Bakem Malls Gis Malt ells 55] Lash y — das pall Jal 

pig GUYS plea aia! iy GARY SELY Qa 

Maa yes jis ually Gseaall dey pill wig Sous 

ULES ygill CLS Gy cacall cys yi ic Ute 
CAE ye Te mel p haaie gary 


(Translation) "As per consensus, the 
Ummah agrees unanimously that Hadhrat 
Isa alathis salaam will descend from the sky 
and not a single person who places his 
‘Eeman’ in the Shariat-e-Muhammadi 
disbelieves it. It is only the philosophers and 
atheists who have denied it and their denial 
carries no value. On the other hand, 
consensus of Ummah has been firm that he 
will descend and his actions will be 
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according to the Shariat-e-Muhammadi. At 
the time of his descent he will not bring any 
new Shariat, although he will be a 
(previously) qualified Nabi alongwith his 
Nubuwwat." 7 

(Vol. 2., p.94). 


Imam Abul Hasan 'Ashari, famous by his 
title of Imam Ahle-Sunnat and who is an 
acknowledged Mujaddid of the 3rd century. Hijri 
writes in his book Kitabul Ibanah (printed in 
Hyderabad Deccan): 


i) day je dil ot le GY aaraty 
CTA ga Te 4c splee p50 abe) —elasull oll gue 


(Translation) And consensus of Ummah is 
that Allah the Exalted elevated Hadhrat Isa 
Masih (Jesus) alaihis salaam towards the 
sky.” 


Imam Seoti 


Because this belief is successively reported 
like religious obligations of salat, haj, zakat and 
fasts and the Ummah is so positive about it, 
therefore anybody, who disavows it, stands expelled 
from Islam, 


The ninth century Mujaddid, Imam 
Jalatuddin Seoti gave this reply to a person whe 
raised objections on this dogma: In his Al A‘lam ba 
Hukin Tea alaihie salaam he saya: 


14 
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Cig VV yo gg ghia ig glall) ~ iS Len Sy dic 


(Translation) "Then the opponent shall be 
asked whether he follows the apparent 
meaning of this Hadith and does he refuse 
to take the sense which we have adopted. In 
that event, one of the two probabilities shall 
devolve on him, either deny the descent of 
Hadhrat Isa Masih alathis salaam or deny 
his prophethood at the time of his descent; 
and both these opinions are ‘kufr’." 

(Ref. Al Havi lil Fatawa). Vol.2, p.166).. 


Respected Sir, through my ahove 
submissions, I am sure I have highlighted the 
importance and the necessity to own this dogma (of 
descent of Hadhrat Isa Masih alaihis salaam in the 
last era). 


Now, I lay before you certain matters in 
connection with your letter. 


with Ummah's consensus 


; You have written regarding Imam Malik 
and Imam Ibne Hazm (May Allah bestow His 
mercy on them) that both believed.in the death of 
Masih and this has led you to imagine that they 
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disbelieved in the dogma of descent. Factual 
position is to the contrary. Both these Imams 
believed that Syedna Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis 
salaam) shall descend in the last era. 1 give 
extracts from their writings before you which 
clarify their points of view directly, instead of 
referring te what others heve written about them. 


Imam Malik 


As regards Imam Malik you have mentioned his 
book Al Utaibch. It is apparent you have not read 
thie book but have depended upon Ubbi's Sharah 
Mualim and Sanosi’s Ikmalu Ikmalil Moallim for 
explanation. It is improper to quote a reference 
made by somebody elee having not studied it 
personally. Here is the full text of Sharah Mur im 
in this regard. 


cot pSeb bie” plang dale dll a Ugh 

ws ths Je ca gl Gh le SS9! oul “ay 
GBI OE poe ov epg Sle lle Jt Bll 
pile Ge Magy Ghy gies (4b) ool) tine 
le «til Jataay Gli —ebesall pile Ml sa Wt 
y35 oe aT St Ghat DAT yf aay Cink 
al AS Metall giy mally sigste Yh 
abil pil yl Le Lge btu oll call al Epa a 
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(Translation) -"The Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah (sali Allaho 
alaihe wasallam) said: Ibne Mariam (Jesus) 
will descend among you; I say, some people 
think he did not die but was raised up. And it 
is mentioned in Al Utaibah that Imam 
Malik (Allah's mercy on him) said that Isa 
Masih Alaihis salaam died at the age of 33. 
Imam Ibne-Rushd says that by death Imam 
Malik meant his coming out from regions of 
the earth and reaching regions of the sky. 

And there is also the possibility that he may 
have actually died, but will return again, on 
becoming alive, because his descent is 
certain in view of continuous reportings in 
Hadith. (Vol. 1, p.265): 


In Al Utaibah it is mentioned that whenever 
Hadhrat Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) 
came across some young man he would request 
him: Nephew, perhaps you might meet Hadhrat 
Isa bin Mariam alaihis salaam. If so, give him my 
salaam. And in Al Utaibah it is also there that 
Imam Malik said; aa people shall be listening to 
acamat of salat a small cloud shall envelop them 
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and behold, Hadhrat Isa (Jesus) alaihis salaam 
would have descended". 
Ref: Vol:1 p:266). 


Sir, if you read this text again you shall 
come to these conclusions: 


(a) Ahadith have been successively repeated 
regarding Hadhrat Isa's (alaihis salaam) coming 
down again: 


) According to Al Utaibah Imam Malik has 
clarified that Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) will 
descend right at the moment when agamat of salat 
shall be in progress and the Imam would have 
moved forward to his musalla. (This point is 
expressly mentioned in ‘Sahih’ Ahadith). 


(c) In Al Utaibah Imam Malik has clarified 
that the venerable Companions (RadhiyAllaho 
anhum) were so sure and certain of the honourable 
coming of Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) that they 
would ask young men to give him their salaams on 
meeting him. 


@ In the light of these statements of Imam. 
Malik (rahmat ullah alaih) the ‘Maliki’ ulema 
have explained that Imam Sahib did not mean 
Hadhrat Isa's actual death but-that he was living 
in the ay, instead of the earth: 


os “Having read the above details, you can see 
that your presumption in respect of Imam Malik is 
neither honest nor conscientious. Is it possible to 
imagiue that he took Hadhrat Isa Masih elaihis 
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salaam’s death as.the death of a common man? Did 
not Imam Sahib believe in his reappearance on the 
earth at the time of Salat? Moreover, if Imam Malik 
was convinced of Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam’s 
death then how could all his followers and 
companions believe in Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam 
as a living being? 


Belief in Jesus' descent has been Mutawatir: 
Reference to Ubbi and Sanosi, 


It will be profitable here to mention that 
Imam Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Khalifa 
Alwashtani al Ubbi (d.827 A.H.) and Imam Abu 
Abdullah Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Yousuf 
al Sanwi al Hasani‘(d. 895 A.H.) whom you have 
referred to have. categorized signs. of Doomsday into 
two parts: Those signs which are considered main 
and whose testimony has been reported 
successively, to the extreme point of certainty and, 
their credibility is obligatory Iman, (Belief). These 
are five: Appearance of Dajjal; Descent of Hadhrat 
Isa bin Mariam alaihis salaam; Coming forth of 
Gog Magog; appearance of dabbatul ardh (animals: 
of earth); and rising of the sun from the West. 

There are five signs about which successive 
reporting is controversial such as Eclipse in the 
East; Eclipse in the West; Eclipse in the Arabian 
‘Peninsula; Smoke and conflagration from Aden. 
Some people have included two more signs in the 
main category: Victory over Constantinople and 
appearance of Mahdi. All these details they have 
narrated under Hadith Jabreel (see Volume 1; page 
70) and under Hadith-e-Nabawi: 


19 
"pee Gye cgaaetll glad giem Mell » 935" 


"Doomsday will not occur until the sun rises 
from the West.” They further write as follows:- 


gag BAL bal yh sab alls Lge glle 

galstll vs oe éyalb le 

es Aaa byhe han a tah ols 
Crag js iMaal 


(Translation) "The rising of the sun from the 
wrong side is one of the signs of the 
Doomsday which are being awaited and it ia 
based on its prima facie. But innovators 
(philosophers) who believe in the antiquity of 
universe, deny the' occurrence of any 
upheaval of the universe and the Doomsday. 
They interpret it differently. The statement of 
Ibne Rushd in Hadith-e-Jabreel has been 
quoted that the main signs of Doomeday are 
ten. Five of them (including the descent of 
Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis salaam) are 

mutawatir ie., they have an uninterrupted 
chain of Traditions." (py. 


Tbne Rushd, Ubbi ‘and ‘Sanusi are all 
‘Maliki’ followers and they call the descent of Isa 
(alaihis salaam) mutawatir i.e., a successively 
repeated Hadith: Every ordinary student of Islamic 
atudies knows that denial of successive narrations 
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and uninterrupted chain of Traditions of Deen 
means infidelity. If Imam Malik was not a believer 
of living state and descent of Hadhrat Isa (alaihis 
salaam) how could his followers be convinced of this 
successively affirmed tenet? 


Reference to Majmaul Bahar 


Sir, while referring to Majmaul Bahar you 
have written = —ob alll Jliy ea amas AS Yy 

Again I think you did not get.a chance to 
read this personally. If you had read the above you 
would not have needed a comment on your 
reference to this book. I quote its full text in order to 
do away with your misunderstanding. Sheikh 
Muhammad Tahir writes under the subject 
‘Hakam’ (arbitration) as follows: 


| Gay — dy tit ip bse ot dpi aay 
Crab gag cole Le Stay cans pl game Gh ASI, 
og) Lasall gil dads uly! daly din yt GG 
=Ja5ill pd silyl loi 8T yeas igi 
(Translation). It is mentioned in the Hadith 
that Isa (alaihis salaam) shall descend in 
the capacity of a juridical administrator 
which is the highest authority who will 
adjucate in ‘accordance with Shariat laws 
and'not in the capacity of an independent 
Nabi. Majority holds the view that Hadhrat 


-¥sa (alaihis' saldam) did not die ahd Imam 
Malik said he died’ at ‘the age of 33. Rv this 
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the Imam perhaps meant his elevation to 
the sky rafa ilassama or his actual death but 
in any case he will come again in the last era 
because information regarding his descent 
is successively reported?" 


This subject matter is exactly what I have 
written above from Ubbi’s Sharah Muslim which 
briefly means that either Imam Malik, not being 
convinced of Hadhrat Isa's death applied his 
elevation to the sky in the sense of death, or, 
supposing he was convinced, then it means he was 
also convinced of Hadhrat Isa‘s reliving after 
death. How strange that gentlemen like you, 
consider _ Imam Muhammad Tahir dependable 
when he states the sayings of Imam Malik but 
when Imam Tahir calls dogma of Isa alaihis 
salaam'‘s descent absolutely successive (qaiace 
mutawatir) they consider him untrustworthy. 

Hakeem has disparaged the honesty and 
integrity of such sort of people in this Ayat: 


“Gate GaAs GLE Gases opie fii!” 


To wind up this discussion, Imam Malik 
agrees with the whole Ummah in the dogma of 
descent of Hadhrat Isa (alaihkis salaam). Therefore, 
to trust references that are wayward and baseless 
and to give them credence against affirmations that 
are clear and eminent and to make the former a 
ground for thinking that Hadhrat Isa (alaihis 
salaam) died, as a common man dies, side-tracking 
proofs and testimonies provided by (1) successive 
Ahedith (2) Ummah’s consensus and (3) Imam 
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Malik's own noteworthy sayings, is like: that ‘soofi’ 
of the anecdote who, when asked as to why he was 
weeping bitterly, said his wife had become a widow 
because a barber from his village had just given 
him this news. The wife possibly meant that the 
husband, having not visited her since long, was not 
a living person any more. Similarly, Imam Malik 
and his followers are repeatedly saying that 
Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) will come, will 
definitely come, will certainly come, will positively 
come, but ‘our soofi’, like the one in the anecdote, is 
adamant that he had received news that he was 
dead and- would not come again. 


imam Ibne Hazm and Hashia Jalalain 


You have referred to Hashia Jalalain which 
has led you to believe that Imam Ibne Hazm was 2 
believer in Masih's death. It appears again that you 
did not get a chance to read the books of Ibne-Hazm 
personally. I have, here, right before me, Imam 
Ibne Hazm's book Al Fasl Fil Milal wal Ahwal wal 
Nehal in which he has mentioned Hadhrat Isa 
Masih (alaihis salaam’s) dogma of descent at many 
places. Now, should I believe in Imam Ibne 
Hazm's own explanatory writings. or trust your 
references and sing the dirge of the ‘soofi's 50- 
called death’. : 


At one place, Hafiz Ibne Hazm disapproves 


of those who believe in the granting of Nubuwwat 
(prophethood). . 


dale lil gle dl Uyuy oe Qumaly 
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(Translation) The entire Ummah, which 
has recorded the Nubuwwat of Muhammad 
ur Rasgulullah (sall Allaho alaihe wasallam) 
and his miracles and his Book has also 
successively recorded this saying of the Holy 
Prophet (sall Allahe alaihe was tlam) that 
there shall be no Nabi after him except Isa 
{alaihis salaam) about whose descent there 
exist Ahadith-e-Sahihah. And he is the same 
Isa (alaihis salaam) who was sent as a Nabi 
to Bani Israel and whose killing and 
crucification was claimed by the Jews. So, it 
is essential to believe in this dogma com- 
pletely and also to believe that acquisition of 
Nubuwwat is an impossibility and an 
absolutely sham assertion." ; 
: (Ref. Vol.1. p.77). 


Imam Ibne Hazm, dealing with the 
principles of infidelity writes at another place: 


OM ya doy 52 all of JU c bly 


mh, 
glen! cm peas gb Uae all a! of dinay clas 
Laps pling debe alll lem dame any Gt gh aie 
OSS ob lS) AULD ald pa ye coe pene od 
—atal JS ple Nia JS) Upall plaid dia af 

(re 18AGe) 


(Translation) "If anybody says that so and so 
is Allah or says that Allah transmigrates 
into the body of His creatures or says that a 
Nabi will come after Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah (sall Aliaho alaihe wasaliam) 
except Isa Masih (alaihis salaam) then no 
two persons will disagree over the infidelity 
of such a man because final verdict’has been 
established in ali such matters.” . 

(Vol. 3, p.249). 


These elucidations have been made by Imam 
Ibn Hazm. From them it is clear that the dogma of 
descent of Hadhrat Isa Masih in the last era as 
testified by successive Ahadith ia like the dogma of 
Khatme-Nubuwwat (Final Prophethood of 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah (sell Allaho alaihe 
wasaliam). Therefore it is obligatory for every 
person to assert his belief in both of them. It should 
also be understood that there shall be no Masih or 
anyone so designated except the same Isa bin 
Mariam (alaihis salaam) who is known to the world 
as Rasoolan ila Bani Israel i.e. the Prophet for Bani, 
Israel, about whom the Jews claimed. that they had 
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killed and crucified him.” 
. Now please, have a look at your other 
references also. 


{A) You have referred’ to the book Alfasi Vol.1, 
p.89, that the Holy Prophet Muhammad. ur 
Rasulullah (sal! Allaho alaihe wasallam) saw the 
souls of the prophets (alaihimis salaam) in the 
night of Ascension (shab-e-meraj). From this you 
have assumed that Masih is dead. This argument 
is similar to somebody's tracing Hadhrat Adam's 
{alaihis salaam) genealogy from the Verse: 


"Takes Ge Glad Y! GLa. alg” 


“And verily We have created Man from 
sperm” or the birth of Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis 
salaam) from nutfatin amshajin Gningled sperm) 
on the basis of the verse “liJiibi 5. 
consequently arguing that Hadhrat Isa alaihis 
salaam's birth too was the result of man and 
woman's cohabitation. Men with intellect know 
how iudicrous it is to shroud mandatory specifics 
bn generalities. 


‘The fact that the souls of the prophets were 
seen on the night of Ascension, means that either 
their souls had assumed corporeality tajassud or 
had simulated physical appearances ajsam-e- 
misaliya. Since their souls must. have personified 
and they would be visible, it is for this reason that 
Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis salaam) despite his 

being is called Rooh-ullah. Just at the time 
when the holy souls of the prophets were 
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commanded to assume personification, simul- 
taneously the Divine Command was passed on to 
the bedy of Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) to take up 
the soul. In the first instance, the souls are 
embodied i.e.,-tajassud and in the latter case the 
body lias been soul-energised i.e., tarawwuh. It is 
for this reason that Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) 
was seen with them, despite his state of a living 
being. Hence, his being noticed in accompaniment 
with the souls of the prophets (alaihimis salaam) 
does not negate his bodily Ascension, 


Consider also the context in which Hafiz 
Tbne Hazm has said this because here the respected 
Hafiz Sahib (may Allah bestow His mercy on him) 
is refuting the claims of those persons who charged 
that 1 
phew clleall ape cpp Al are (yy aams gh 
GIS Gy lll yang GTI ya ual plans abe alll 
plang dade allt a alll gun, 


(Translation) "The Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah was the prophet 
of Allah so long as he was alive and he is no 
more prophet now. (Allah forbid).” 


What was the reason and basis of this foul 
statement? Ibne Hazm elucidates: 


22 Cool of sult pple Ma ole pga Le uly 
—eiley ass Saary fa) iis Gayally 
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Translation “Meaning” of théir fowl 
statement is that the soul is matter and 
matter does not stay within two eras, rather 
the chain of its perishability and resurgence 
continues.” 


fo counter the * untenability of this 
abominable statement, Hafiz Ibne Hazm has 
brought forward several arguments, of which one 
testifies that the Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah (sali. Aliaho alaihe wasallam) saw the 
prophets (alaihimis salaam) in different skies. 


(Translation) "So he i. Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah (sali Allaho alaihe wasallam) 
saw none else but their souls (of the 
Prophets) and they were their exact selves.” 


This proves that the soul does not perish 
iit death, but remains intact, Also that the soul is 
spirit or "mind" (Jauhar) and not "matter" (ardh). 
The ides is to stress upon the state of immortality of 
the prophets’ souls (alaihimis salaam) and their 
capability of being visible (either through simulated 
worldly embodiment (ism-e-misali) or through 
soul-energised corporeality (tajassud-e-rooh}) and 
this has no bearing at all with the bodily Ascension 
{rafa-e-jismani) of Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis 
salaam) whether one believes in it or not. Therefore, 
relying on such a statement and going against a 
—. which is based on consensus is no justice 

dona to reason, wit and intellect. 
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Reference to Kashful Mahjoob 


‘My above submission corroborates your 
statement from Sheikh Ali Hajveri's book Kashful 
‘Mahjoob that Rasululiah sall Allaho alaihe 
wasallam saw the soul of Hadbrat Isa alaihis 
salaam. during the Ascension. The statement of 
Hadhrat Sheikh Ali Hajveri reads as follows: 


clasts aiken AS ciel ag coma oT og 

AU ae sind wy olay sats es oe lak 

seaalrily cesT qlan sede sail oye Gu” pliny Aye 

22 peal pape ponaeg cayslny «seu pey hegey 
“aaacly glial ely! UT Allnay ~pspa loll 

Cea Nk ASD cares Fr ee ea green SD 


(Translation) "Hence, soul is a light body 
that comes and goes with Allah's 
commands and Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah (sail Allaho alaihe wasaillam) 
has said, "I saw in the Ascension night 
Hadhrat Adam, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Moosa, 
Haroon and Iea (alaihimis salaam) in the 
pky*, Certainly, they must be the souls of 


these dignitaries. 
(Ref. Kashful Mahjoob, p.232). 


This proves two things: Firstly: Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah (sall Allaho alaihe 
wasaliam) has said that he saw the prophets 
(alaihimis salaam) thereby testifying that souls 
certainly do assume corporealities. As said earlier, 
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soofis believe both in corporeality of souls and sdéul 
energised bodies. But the need for the soul to 
assume corporeality arises only when the soul is 
presumed to be out of the body. However, since 
Hadhrat Isa Masih's (alaihis salaam) presence in 
the sky in bodily frame. is a unanimously 
acknowledged Muslim dogma, he will be exempted 
by force of reason, just as in the verse, 
“ily 5 o SUS LI("Verily, we have created you 
from, ' ‘man and woman”), Adam and Isa Masih are 
exempt. Secondly: Hadhrat Sheikh did not write the 
seeing of soul of Hadhrat Isa Masih (alaihis 
salaam) specifically but mentioned this in a general 
sense just as Hadhrat Abu Bakr and Hadhrat 
Umar are called "Umrain” in a. general sense or 
‘gun‘ and “moon” are called "moons", whereas, 
speaking individually Abu Bakr is not Umar, nor 
sun is moon. Therefore to say that only the soul of 
Isa (alaihis salaam) was seen is incorrect. — 


. Therefore (1) relying on ambiguous’ writings 
in place of clear Quranic verses and (2) rejecting 
the successively repeated prophetic sayings 
(Ahadith- é-mutawatirah) (3) alongside the 
unanimous decision of theologians amount to your 
notional error, contravéning righteous thinking. 


A study of Kashful Mahjoob clearly shows 
that Hadhrat Sheikh Ali Hajveri was a-staunch 
Hanafi, a follower of Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam 
Sahib's ‘beliefs I have already mentioned. Under 
these circumstances, how is it possible for Sheikh 
AU Hajveri to differ from his Imam Sahib, or his 
‘PM llowers or for that matter the whole Ummah: 
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He writes in Kashful Mahjoob: 
oe igate S cul ashy pamee sT yal 
Glasl Lily cy cuts tad pdedll dale ps 
Olga geedIGk) 0 aay 


(Translation) "Ahadith-e-Sahih relate that 

Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam) was wearing a 

covering of rags and he was raised up to sky 
in that very condition.” 

CKashful Mahjoob Dp. 42, Islamic Baok 

Foundation, Lahore) 


You can ‘yourself judge how far it is fair on 
your part to draw erroneous conclusions from a 


major premise which goes against the beliefa of the 
elders. 


Reference to Al Muhalla 
You have quoted’ the following from Ai 


Muhalla (Vol:1, p.23) of Imam Tbne Hazm, Allah's 
mercy on him. 


(ily eiley ph dain Gh pet 
ctingl Lili yds ....4aby pi dagje allt olay 
~ "opal hg git Wi Ol pad pill ty 


Here, I regretfully note-that you have failed: to grasp 
the underlying sense. Also, you have not “kept the 


31 


running consistency of narration .intact. My 
problem is: if I go on correcting each and every 
reference of yours my theme will: expand 
enormously. However I feel I mus elucidate the 
point-here. iS 

() Having aivcay eased from the book: Al 
Muhalia of Hafiz. Ibne Hazm, I maintain that 
proven and testified Ahadith-e-Sahih are available | 
on the issue of the descent. of Hadhrat Isa (alaihis 
salamgm) so it is obligatory to believe in‘them. He has 
repeated this very thing in Al Muhalia (on page 9, 
Vol. D. 


“pail LA ply le dll he Gly” 
: @ dull dale Pot Oe tte o} YW... -eaag ut 


“Spine 


(Translation) Prophet Muhammad {sali 
Allaho alaihe wasallam) is the last of the 
_prophets and there will be no prophet after 
him ..... but Isa bin Mariam alaihis 
‘eslaam shall descend: - 


As: a follow-up to this hadith from Sahih 
Muslim, he states in corroboration: - “ 


che ll Sataen Joly Wage G2 sole 
lon ULL SISSY cUsde peg gle al 


JG ULM oye ll oasal gall gle cigbty 
hgKad abury dale elit: be arye Gy pimic jiu 
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ele pSatay Gh} Syiad Lil lum flat pa yash 
Opt ge glad) ~G Yi ade dll 456 dal ya 


(Translation:) “"Hadhrat Jabir bin Abdullah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, says he 
heard (prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah 
sall Allaho alaihe wasailam) saying that one 
‘group from my Ummah shall always be 
fighting for truth-and it shall have upper 
hand till the Doomsday. And said: Then will 
descend Isa bin Mariam alaihis salaam and 
close to the Doomsday, and the Chief of 
Muslims (He will be Imam Mahdi — 
Compiler) will ask him, "Please lead the 
prayers for us. He will reply, No. (you 
yourself lead the prayers). Certainly some of 
you.are chiefs over some others. This is a 
show of regard by Allah for this Ummat (i.e. 
a dignified prophet praying behind a person 
belonging to the Ummate Muhammadia). 
(Al Muhalia. Vol.1, p.12). 


(2) . Every one knows that Hadhrat Isa alaihis 
salaam shall descend to slay Dajjal. In other words 
Dajjal's appearance and Hadhrat. Isa alaihis 
salaam’s descent are interconnected. Belief in one 
is necessary for the affirmation of the other. 
Explaining Dajjal's appearance, Hafiz Ibne Hazm 
writes in Al Muhaillah: enn) Ghee pel JAE gag gileme Sle all oly 
(And that the/Dajjal will appear in the last era and 
he is one-eyed. Kafir who will show a lot of 
supernatural jugglery). - 

He relates two Ahadith, one a Sahih 
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Muslim and the other from Abu Dawood regarding 
(Al Muhalla Vol. 1, pp. 49-50). 


@) Krom the foregoing writings of Hafiz Ibne 
Hazm it is clear that the dogma of Hadhrat Isa 
alaihis salaam‘s descent and appearance of Dajjal 
is proved by Ahadith-Sahih of prophet Muhammad 
\ur Rasulullah sali Allaho alaihe wasallam. 

Ibne Harm here lays down another rule in 


atill ye cae ews tidy Les AS gy JSy” 

aha bas cygie fall dle peal gf alr daberaltl plo 

cia ell JE LS — AIS gh p Maall cule. pill 

099 5th geet Le any ge gun gl Gales cg 
plge dani lgile 53 cate fall Jesus yd 

(ig VT G0 ytaall) 


(Translation) “Every person is. a kafir 
{unbeliever) who refuses ‘to give his consent 
to what has reached him through Prophet. 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sail Allaho 
alaihe wasallam acknowledging the sburce 
of its correctness ‘from him (M ammad ur 
Rasulullah sail Alicho alaihe wasallam) or. 
who refuses to give his consexit to. what has 
mm unanimously agreed by all believers 

¢ the Prophet Muhammad ur Resulullah 

ik Allaho alaihe wasaliam did ‘say ‘so. 
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Allah says: he who opposed the Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sali Aliaho 
olathe wasallam: after the correctness of the 
matter got revealed to him and went astray 
from the path of the momina then We ‘shall 
turn him towards where he wants to turn. 
and throw him into the Hell.” 


(Al Muhalla, Vol. 1. p.12). 


(4) When there are Ahadith on record over the 
dogma of descent of Hadhrat Isa Masih alaihis 
salaam and a person becomes kafir if he rejects a 
Deeni truth such as this one, then does it mean that 
Hafiz Ibne Hazm was a kafir (Allah forbid) because 
you allege that he disbelieved in Hadhrat Isa's 
descent. Here remain only two alternatives: (a) 
Either Ibne Hazm, ‘too, like the entire Ummah, 

believes in the life of Hadhrat Isa alajhis salaam; in 
that case your references are of no use; or (b) It may 
be said that according te bim Hadhrat Isa alaihia 
aclaam haa died once but will be alive again and 
descend as you have quoted from Maulana Syed 
Sulaiman Nadvi with reference to Majmua-e- 
Makateeb-e-Igbal. (Vol.1, p.194) that “Ibne Hazm 
believéd in the death of Maiih and also in his 
descent”. Possibly you wor't agrte to this 
alternative though it does not hurt us:“The crazof 
the argumentation relates to his deécént: The 
matter of life and death is only a preface t6 Descent 
or non-Deacent, because believera of his life hold 
this belief for the sake of his ‘descent’ only, and 
believers of his death, for the sake of their dogma of 
negation of his descent. Hence, Inne Hazm, when 
he was convinced of the ‘descent’ of Hadhrat Isa 
Masih (alaihis salaam) agreed with the Ummah's 
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eonsensus for the end result. Thus this discussion 
becomes. superfluous that Hadhrat Isa (aiaihis 
* ealaam) is still alive or has died once or became 


' Therefors, ee ee en ee 
Tone Hazm in clarification and prove that he was 


eq 
of Hadhrat Isa (alaihis salaam’s) second life and 
reappearance. Tell me, is my belief hurt by your 
acknowledgément of the end-result, or do the 
_ Geniers of Isa‘(alaihis salaam's) descent get any 
advantage from Ibne Hazm's standpoint. Yes, if 
your intention is to emphasise that Ibne Hazm was 
sertainly'a denier of Isa (aiaihis salaam's) descent, 
‘well go ahead, but keep the ‘fatwa" of kufr ready for 
. Fone Harm. If your idea is to put in the mouth of 
Tbne Hazm the statement that the former Isa 
(alathis salaam) ig dead. and another Isa will 
appear later, then please re-read the book Al-Fast 
Vol.i, p.77,- wherein he has made‘it clear that the 
same Isa (claihis salaam) who was sent as a 
prophet to Bani Israel will appear a second time. 


® My submissions are based on your 
assumption thet Ibne Hazm was convinced of 
Hadbrat Isa Masih alaihis salaam's death 
whereas I have personally not seen any writing of 
Hazsm_ stating Hadhrat Masih : alaihie 
‘a death. The narration you have quoted is in 
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Allah, the Exalted raised him towards Himself and 
took him into His custody ‘as indicated in the verse: 
obi gs Sly bens Sy Sits (gute oly” 
Tasdi dll tndy 95 da s5e ai 
“Ibne Hazm has quoted two uranic verses in 
support of his: belief of ‘sky elevation’: . ~ 
(i evdaih) —"agibelog agit gl. ; 
(earl pee JI) — "Gi olatlys chad gts it” 

2 He has given another. proof of Hadhrat Tsa's 
natural death by quoting the verse. which he will 
recite before Allah on the Doomsday in these words: 

Lb pee ecole lage pele: euiSy” 
K ade cily pele yagi cul caS (tied ss : 
7 UN WSs) gd id 


‘Translation: "And I was a witness for them 
go long as 1 dwelt among them; When Thou 
gidgt take me up, ‘Thou wast, the Watcher — 
over them;.Thou art a witness for every 
thing”. i 
; (Al Maida: 117) : 


"Later ‘through. the verse ae iste xy = 
he proves that customary death is of two kinds: one, 
at the tis time of sleep and the other on demise and 
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simca, death in the shape of sleep is not meant by 
this.verse | “ited sibel” - it did mean ‘demise’ only 


.. 1:80, it goes to prove thet Hadbrat Isa Masih 
slaihis ealaar was neither killed nor crucified but 
shall die a normal death. Ibne Hazm concludes his 
Miscussion in these words: 


St ptlean gl SiR p Wall dade at fF yay” 
» BMA, GT yall Ga6d dhey tos Je iy lS 
CVNet) “phan 


(Translation) He who says that Hadhrat Isa 
alaihis salaam was killed or crucified is 
Kafir (unbeliever) and. murtad (apostate). 
‘His blood is halal because he belies the 
Quran and the consensus of Ummah. 


Ibne Hazm's writings are clear on this point 
that Hadhrat Masih alaihis salaam was neither 
killed nor crucified but Allah raised him up to the 
sky;and according to the verse (tai 3 La” 
whenever he will die; he will die a natural death. 
‘As for the death, whether it has already come or 
whan ‘will it come is beyond our present discussion 
bécause the words ~jisyLli shall be spoken 
on the Doomsday and his death, therefore, can 
come at any time before the Doomsday. Hence, the 


words, “jill are apt. 
My studies so far, bear me out that nowhere 
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have-I conie across any writing of Ibnée Hezm ix. 
which he.may have confirmed the death of Hadhrat: 
Isa alaihis salaam. He does not permit any 
deviation from a seemingly manifest Hadith 
because Ahadith Sahih do have it that he will die 
after his descent near Doomeday. 


C¥ geht yma glogel —Te £ + Iyer deal dine) 

Therefore logic says that Ibne Hazm was 
convinced of the death of Hadhrat Isa Masih only 
after his descent, otherwise the statement that he 


will die twice shall perforce be attributed to him 
(Ibne Hazm). 


HADHRAT IBNE ABBAS 
(RadhiyAliacho anhuma) . 

You have written that Hadhrat Ibne Abbas 
RadhiyAllaho anhuma ‘has understood 
mutawaffika to mean mumituka. Here also, you 
have quoted partially. True, there is one narration 
from him like that but he explains it in these words: 

val of chigt oo chal, 3! JU" 
(We Te ogi ya peel ~ Gla t 
‘ (Translation) "Said Allah, the Exalted: O 
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Isa, I shall raise you up for the time being; 
'¢hen-will give you death, in the last.times.” 
Ref: Tafsir Durre Manthoor, Vol.2, p.36). 


Te shut eyes from the fall commentary of 


@éath of Masih alaihis salaam is like that man who 
starts arguing that Quran. prohibits salat in the 
light of the words. “i glall |y.a7¥" - 


It is amusing that you have taken pains to 
Hist the names of narrators to whom you have 
ascribed the words “chiyi- and “die.” to 
Abdullah bin Saleh © oa Muawiyah, and 
Muawiyah from MHadhrat Ali, and Ah 
RadhiyAllaho anhu from Ibne Abbas.......... 
Apparently, you have mixed up her. Muawiyah 
and Ali with the well-known Companions. Your 
assumption is incorrect because the two you have 
mentioned are different personalities of later 
times. Ali here was Ali bin Abi Talha who was an 
infirm ‘person and whose citation was not related 
from Hadhrat Ibne Abbas. Therefore, this 
narration is not credible. Moreover, it is one that is 
mungata, “cut-off. For this very reason, I have 
been submitting to you that you have not studied 
books of Hadith and Tafsir personally; rather you 
have relied upon what others have half-cooked for 


It is also necessary for me ‘to say that 
Hadhrat Ibne Abbas’ "Sahih-Narration” it 
égwoved that the Jews failed to get hold of Hadhrat 
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Isa Masih alaihis salam and did not crucify him 
but Allah the Exalted raised him up to the sky, alive 
and unmolested, and a different - Person was 
arrested in his place and hanged 

: (Ref. Tafseer Ibne Katheer, Vol.t. p.574). 


It is also related by him through another 

"Sahih narration” that Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam 

will come down again in the last era, when all 

' people of the Book shall place their belief in him. 
This is the sense of Allah’ verse: 


hd & Giefal WSLS Jal ow. oly” 
— Tange poole casSs bail p19 Gyo 
CV e TEs Ge yh 55 puis) 


He also believes that by the Quranic verse 
“debull plal-al ry 

it is meant that Hadhrat Masih alaihis salaam’s. 
appearance in the last era pnd the slaying of Dajjal 
is a token of the proximity of the Doomsday. (Ref. 
Durre Manthoor Vol. 6. p.20; Majmauzzawaid. 
Vol.7, p.104 Ibne Jareer. Vol. 25, p.54). Can anyone, 
in the light of these clarifications, say that Ibne 
Abbas (RadhiyAllaho anhuma) believed in the 
death of Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam? 


OTHER CITATIONS 
You have written that Maulana Obaidullah 
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i according to his Tafsir Ilham ur Rakman 
a believer in the dogma -of death of Hadhrat Isa 
BlaiAis salaam. Tofsir Iiham ur, Rahman is 
@trtainly ascribed to Maulanz Sshib hut one should 
Get exceed limits in this case and attribute to him 
‘hose writings and -beliefs which were not’ his 
juse nowhere have I come across that he was a 
denier of Hadhrat Isa aiaihie salanm’s life and 
descent. : 
* . Maulana Marhoom writes in his magazine, 
Mohmocdia: 


agg zlcokangiall 2 dill Jy gL! JU" 
Sided ohadl bT RU ges 
pethy spdlesodd padi 395 Qasctall gaa tl 
OF punk cclabasilly Syliall Legde is paussll 
iol gill paly Cutbe «Glasl g6% Mobs 9S 
fidalay [yaLls <tae ss gi Jadu ely YI hans om yp 
“mp Mall dade pane U5is stm 
(vi=+ hye Sad game Wha) 
(Translation) "Imam Wali Ullah says in 
Tafkimat-e-lslahiya that my Sustainer, 
Whose glory is eminent, revealed to me that: 
In you there is reflection of light of two 
versal names, one light of Mustafa, and 


ugi 
the other, light of Isa (alaihim us salat 
wettesleemat). Hence it ia expected that you 
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will fill the horizon of excellence and. cover 
the realm of proximity. Hence, after you, 
whosoever will be there, you will have a say 
in his worldly and spiritual upbringing, till 
the moment Hadhrat Isa (ala nabiyina wa 
alaihis salat wassalaam) descends." 


Maulana Sindhi marhoom is a 
commentator of Shah Wali Uliah Muhaddith 
Deblavi and as such never deviated from the views 
of Shah Sahib. Therefore, no responsibility should 
be placed.on Maulana Sahib for views wrongly 
attributed to him by free thinkers. 


REFERENCES TO 
CERTAIN PERSONS OF MODERN TIMES 


You have given names of certain persons of 
present times that they believed in Hadhrat Isa's 
_ death, such as Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Allama 
Mashriqi, Chiragh Ali, Maulana Azad, Maulana 
Zafar Ali Khan, Allama Fareed Wajdi, Rashid 
Raza, Muhammad Abdu, Allama Shaltoot, Ustad 
Ahmad Ajooz, Mustafa Miraghi, Abdul Kareem 
Shareef, Abdul Wahab Al Najar, Doctor Ahmad 
Zaki. In this list there are some who are wrongly 
included such as Maulana Azad, Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan, Allama Fareed Wajdi. Whatever be the 
case, however, most of these are free-lancers and 
they are non-entities as far as Shariat Law is 
concerned and do not have any authority. They do 
not have any theological standing nor do they have 
any locus to speak and argue upon doctrines of the 
Islamic creed. If anyone wants to understand the 
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Quran, he should brush aside presumptuous free- 
thinkers who form their own religious opinions 
independent of any authority or tradition. Therefore 
in order to follow the tenets of Islam the respected 
sayings of the Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah 
sall Allako alaihe. wasallam and his revered 
Companions, their successors, the ' virtuous 
predecessors of the Ummah should be relied upon. 
For example, who does not know about Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan.- He. rejected such Islamic 
imperatives as heaven, hell, angels, revelation, 
miracles, ete. He gave them a different 
interpretation of his own, different from the 
obvious. Not unsimilar was the case of Mufti 
Muhammad Abdu. of Egypt and his pupils. So if 
someone wants to follow such individuals and 
wants to adopt their beliefs guperseding the beliefs 
of the Companions, their Successors, Mujaddids 
and Imams of the Ummah, he is welcome to join 
Sir Syed on the Doomsday. But this humble man 
desires to be raised together with his assistants, as 
a true and staunch follower of the Prophet, 
Muhammad ur. Rasulullah sali Allaho alaihe 
wasallam along with his Companions, successors, 
Imams, saints and elders of the Ummah. In order 
to achieve this, no deviation is possible from the 
straight path and no call from anyone, however, 
notable he may be, can be accepted. 


cashed yas iol (tal plete 
Lye d palit od pas isly 


(Translation:) “Laila will know very soon 
what extortion she owes and what she shall 
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recompense’ and to whom on the Day of 
Retribution”. 


For me, the views. of some self-opinionated 
reformers of present times against-the consensus of 
theological divines of the-Ummah are rank camel 
dung. I seek Allah's protection from aligning 
myself with those who have deviated from the 
righteous path. They have been called 
es “oot “misguided and crook" in the 
Hadith. 


IS THE BELJEF IN LIVING MASIH 
BORROWED FROM CHRISTIANS? 


An important point you have made out is 
that “our previous commentaries are not free from 
the influence of Israeli legends," and that "a lot of 
people from amongst. Muslims married Christian 
women, although Hadhrat Umar Farooq, 
RadhiyAliaho anhu, prohibited them from doing 
so." In this way you want to make me believe that 
the Muslims were handed down the belief of 
crucification of Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam from 
the Christian women folk. It is a pity that you carry 
such. wild. presumptions. Verily, reckless 
profligacy has usurped the seat of erudite mind. If 
something is not according to one’s will and wish 
or if one’s arguments fail him, invariably it is the 
‘Mulla' who is to lump it. The cap of blame is 
placed over the poor Mulla's head or in any case, 
this is something foisted by an alien people. 
Accusing the non-Arabs (i.e. Ajmi sazish). Parvez 
Sahib went to the extent of granting concession to 
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his obedient ones from such fundamental 
‘somponents of Islam ag Namaz, Haj, Zakat,-.and' 
‘fasts on the pretext of Ajmi conspiracy. No wonder 
if the Islamic tenet.of life and descent of Hadhret 
Isa alaihis salaam_is also done. away with, .calling 
it a Christian conspiracy. ‘If fear of God is not ix the 
heart and the bosom’ carries rio respect for 
traditional. doctrines of renowned. scholars of. 
Ummah, it is easy to discard the imperatives of 
Islam (Qataiyat) and the successively repeated 
articles (Mutawatirat) of faith. I conclude by saying 
that as Allah, by His Grace, has bestowed .upon you 
the wealth of wisdom, intellect and’ understanding, 
I request you to ponder on ‘certain basic ‘realities. 
You are at liberty to take any decision ‘after due 
thought. : ¥ 











REASONS FOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE BELIEFS OF MUSLIMS & CHRISTIANS 


“Hers are some points: t request’ you to 
ponder: ‘ ; 


@ See, first of all, what is the belief of Mualisas 
regarding Hadhrat Masih alaihis salaam: and that 
of the Christians. : 


Ia there any conformity, ary hkemiond 
between their beliefs which may lead to a suspicion 
that Muslims might have learnt it froni Christian 
women! (Allah.forbid) Please think over: 

(a) The Christians say that the Jews disgraced 


Masih, drrested him, spat on his face, slapped 
hin, placed. a crown: of thorns over his head and 
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derisively called him ‘king of Jews'; whereas the 
Muslime believe that Hadhrat Iea- Masih’ never got 


into the hands of the Jews. It is a He and kufr on the 
part of Christians ‘to say so. Allah says: 


5a 3, Lisl i [pass dla dy 
es) obaS aly”: tygllas alyiy Ge hall os 
: aie aS) pal 
)' ‘The Christian dogma is that Masih was 
hanged on the cross. Against this; Muslims believe 
that he was neither killed, nor crucified; rather, 
the Christian dogma of Cross is pure kufr. Allah 
says: 
~"ngplasiley wygltBLs y 


{c) The Christian dogma is that Masih 
‘remained buried for three days. Islam negates it 
totally. . 


@).- ‘The Christian dogma is that on the third day 
Masih ascended to the sky after becoming God; 
whereas in Islam, belief in his oe is kufr, 
Allah says: . 


ot getsall pa allt I Vila sill SF 
Cv :5u5L81) py» 


_ (Translation) “Verily, those people are. 
anostates who say that Allah the Paralted is 
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‘exactly Masih Tbn Mariam.” 
Islamic belief is that just as angels and 
souls go up to the sky: (Allah says): 
All egal TSS Mall a8": JL al gil 
Ce galaait) : 
and this ie not a proof of their divinity but a proof of 
their having been created, so_also Hadhrat Isa 
Masih alathia salagm is not God but a creature 


created by Allah; and to save him from the harm of 
Jews Allah elevated him up to the sky. 


Allah says: 
"all all 40d Jp Linda o ghia 
CVOA/1 0 Vill) 


(Translation) "And it is certain that they.did 
not kill him but Allah the Exalted raised 
him up unto Himself.” 
(An Nisa: 157, 168) ' 
Hadhrat Isa's birth was through the 
blowing of breath by Hadhrat Jibree!; Allah says: 
Lins cya [gad Lin aia’ Las al gil 
(aida MI) 


He has been called Allah's soul personified. 
So. his raising un to the eky ia like the clevatinn of’ 


48 


angels and souls and is not at all improbable. and, 
as such, divinity does not devolve upon him. Like 
angels and souls he was a created being and was 
Allah's slave and will remain His slave. For a 
creature to become creator is impossible by reason, 
and Shariat calls it ‘kufr'. 


(e) The Christians say Masih will never die. 
Muslims’ belief is that Masih alaihia salaam will 
also face death, after fulfilling-the jobs entrusted to 
him on his descent in the world during the era’ that 
shall be near the Doomsday. The following Quranic 
verses and Ahadith of Muhammad-ur-Rasulullah 
(sal! Allaho alaihe wasallam) testify the Muslims’ 
belief: 


cab Bigets ed ye elas cya JB" Iles agi! 
CN ¥ieaS LSI" as yo al eaaaall clips gt af! 


"Say. ‘Who could prevent Allah. from 
destroying Masih, the son of Mariam 
together with his mother and all the people 
of the earth’?” . 

(Al Maida: 17) 


% wisi! Sat ow anne tyibs dys. 
erly nlaall) —" Soe de ciate 
“And all the sects of the People of the Book 


shall certainly believe in Isa before his 
death.” (An Nisa: 159) 
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dade ile use oy cp dha! Qe ydy 


Cre Pye yytige) —— 


"Verily Isa alaihis salaam shall face death." 
(Durre Manthoor Vol. 2, p.3) 


dade slices y (giigia pi” zp Mull ext UI p5y 
"geal 
(re PXt gle gl te tle dea! Sinus) 


“Then Isa alaihis salaam will die and 
Muslims will offer his funeral prayers." 

(Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 2, p.406, 

Abu Dawood, Vol, 2, p.594) 


= Sat Se cagcgu S 
oe ByStu) 


"Then Isa alaihis salaam will die and he 
will be buried in my mausoleum, beside 
. me.” (Mishkat. p.480) 


(f) The Christians believe that Masih shall 
conduct judicial proceedings and will hold court of 
justice tco:: humanity like # sovereign on the Last 
Day. Against this is the belief of Islam that just 
before the Doomsday he will-come to obliterate the 
perfidy of Dajjal and finish the mischiefs and 
perfidy of the Jews, as Allah says: 
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oie fal WALES al oe ly hg llad dil 
CV 24 sebaaill) —"Sy hia 


“And all the sects of the People of the Book 
shall certainly believe in Isa’ before his 
death.” 

(An Nisa: 159) 


daar cgaubi Gilly tp Meath tule Uyiy 
“Ye LS pay cel pad dis ol Std 
Oe £4 +e pula) 


“And on the ‘Day of Judgement he himself 
shall not he the supreme Judge, rather he 
will be a witness in the court of the Supreme 
Judge.” 

¢ (Bukhari, Vol.1, p. 490) 


pele 98s Uhl pyestdlat agi! 
(18 %zLall) Tange 


“And on the Day of Resurrection he will be a 


witness against them. 
(An Nisa: 159) . 


It. should now be evident to you from the 
above points that what the Muslima believe is at 
complete variance with what the Christians hold. 
Now, you.may call your wisdom to the question: as ‘to 
what was there that the Muslims had to. learn from 
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the Christian women. 


If the Christians had influenced ‘the 
Muslims the latter should have been convinced of 
the killing and crucification of Hadhrat Isa Masih 
alaihis salaam at the hands of Jews, But Muslim’ 
dogma is clear by the Quranic. verse. 

“egphelss ostttley” which cuts. the root of 
Christian tenet of the: holiness of the Cross. What 
influence could the helpless Christian women:exert 
upon the Muslims? 


(2) You know that Hadhrat Umar, 
RadhiyAllaho anhu died twelve to thirteen years 
after the Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sall 
Allaho alaihe wasallam and you say he prohibited 
Muslim women from marrying Christian women. 
In other worda your allegation is that the Christian 
women in a short span of twelve years changed the 
beliefs of Muslims, who were the venerable 
Companions of: the Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah sall Allaho alaihe wasallam for 23 
years. Do you really harbour such a miagiving and 
has your imagination gone wayward to produce a 
foetus of misconception. This beats me indeéd, as to 
how you, in your present dimefisivhs, are 
managing to place your credence: intact|in any 
Islamic tenet when not twelve but fourteen hundred 
years have gone by. 


{3) And how irresponsible is :this statement of 
yours that Muslims mostly married Christian 
women..It means that Muslims who: married them 
were in greater number than those who did not 
marry. The Companions, you are aware; were 
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about one hundred twenty five thousand at the time 
of the demise of the Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasululiah sail Alicho elaithe wasallam and 
thousands and thousands more embraced Islam on 
the conquest of Iraq and Syria. Say; if they' were ten 
lacs, then more than five lacs must’ have married © 
Christian women, as per your assumption. Can 
you produce any proof for this astounding figure? 
Does: your mind accépt it? How ingeniously 
tyrannical it is to mutilate historical truths and 
thus cause mistrust in the established tenets of 
Muslims! 


NAMES OF SAHABAH WHO HAVE 
NARRATED THE BELIEF IN MASTS 
DESCENT 


* 


(4) .From among the Companions, (Sahabah 
RadhiyaAliaho anhum) you should also take into 
account those who are narrators of this dogma of 
life and descent of Hadhrat Isa Masih alathis 
salaam. Please read through this small list: 


Abu Hurairah. : 
Jabir ibn Abdullah 
- Nawwas ibn.Sam‘an : 
Abdullah -ibn:’Amr ibn al-'As 
Hudhaifah ibn Asid al-Ghifari 
Thawban (A freed slaygyPersonal attefi@ant 
_of the Holy Prophet). 
; Mijammi' ibn Jariyah 
Abu ‘Umamah al-Bahili: 
Abdullah, ibn Mas'ud, a: prominent scholar 
and jurist ‘among the Companions 


Sen AaPeypp 


BESS SRSELERES 
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Uthman ibn Abi'l-'As 
Samurah ibn Jundab 


Abdullah ibn Umar (son of the Second 
ph) : 
Anas ibn Malik (a personal attendant of the 


Abdullah ibn Balan (a scholar of Jewish 
scriptures) 

Abdullah ibn Abbas (a well- known scholar 
among the Companions, . cousin of the Holy 


‘Aishah, the Mother of the Faithful, wife of 
the Holy Prophet 

Safinah, a freed slave of the Holy Prophet 
Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman 

Abdullah ibn Mughaffal 

Abd al-Rahman ibn Samurah 

Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 

Ammar ibn Yasir 

Kaisan ibn Tariq ~ 

Salamah ibn Nufail.al-Sakuni 

Safiyyah, Mother of the Faithful, wife of the 
Holy Prophet 

Nafi’ ibn Kaisan “ 

Abu'l-Darda 

Amr ibn Awf al-Muzani 

Umm. Salamah, Mother of the Faithful, Wife 
of the Holy Prophet. 


Here are the names of thirty-two Venerable 


Companions (RadhiyAliaho anhum) extracted in a 
hurry fromipaall hy of 3315 Le pe pel ete. 
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There are many more; if one cares to look 
for. Now, I ask you, Sir, was there any woman in 
the house of any of these thirty-two Venerable 
Companions who brought in diluted dogmas in 
their household. If your answer is yes, please prove 
it, elaé, are you justified in throwing dust on a 
unanimously agreed dogma and fabricating such 
yarns? , 


Secondly you know that there are two Rakats 
for Fajr prayers, four for Zohar, Asr, Isha and 
three for Maghrib and Witr. There is 2.5 percent 
Zakat on silver and gold. Can you bring in a 
testimony of more than a hundred Ahadith by 32 
Sahabah for eath of these precepts? Are these not 
imperative, conclusive and basic tenets of Islam 
disbelief in which is certuinly kufr. How strange 
then, that the dogma which is testified through 
more than one hundred of Ahadith by thirty-two 
Companions (RadhiyAlUaho anhum) and 
authenticated by theological elders appears to you a 
result of the tutoring of Christian women. 


See, if such testified dogmas are rejected on 
the plea that Christian women had some hidden 
hand in it then this inverted logic can blow up 
many tenets, dogmas, precepts and principles of 
Islam. 3 


® Another point to consider: Were the 
respected Companions so imperfect in faith that 
they fell prey to the enchantment of Christian 
women and as a result got the Muslim dogma 
replaced by the Christian one so much so that they 
attributed it falsely to the sayings of the holy 
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Prophet Muhammad ur Raaulullah sali Aliahka 
alaihe wasailam? (Allah forbid). Can any person 
believe, even for.a moment.that selfless devotees of 
our holy Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sali 
Aliaho alaihe wasailam could have committed 
severe offence of aligning themselves to alien beliefs 
and that too by attributing it to their dear Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasululiah sail Aliaho alaike 
wasaliam and thus suffer the consequence of false 
imputation which is fire of Hell. I hope when you 
have considered these matters in a coal manner, 
your conscience will tell you that your perception is 
without reasoning. As a victim of your intuition, 
you have been waylaid. 


THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION IN 
COMMENTARIES ON “clays I” 


You have mentioned thirteen narrations by 

different commentators (mufassire m) of the verse 

“dyigie ft which have brought you to 
this conclusion: 


"From these conflicting opinions, the fact is 
borne out that the commentators, 
(mufassireen) could not agree upon one 
definite view and this belief, therefore, rests 
on mere presumptions. If there was a clear 
verse as a base, then so many divergent 
opinions would not have been there and so 
many explanations would not have been 
needed”. 


Your doubt is the. outcome of your 
misunderstanding. I analyze: 
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THE BELIEF OF A LIVING ISA MASIH 
Alaihis salaam STANDS PROVED BY THE 


How far this dogma is a matter of opinion I 
have dealt with already. One small matter, I 
further submit: Our Deen has reached us through 
Traditions. Its base is transmission, that is, it has 
been conveyed to us. You see, precepts are of two 
kinds, those that are conveyed to us through verses 
of the Quran, Mutawatir Ahndith, and consensus 
of Ummah, and are called the ‘definite ones’; and 
those which depend upon opinions and thinking of 
individuals i.e., conjectural, or suppositional and 
presumptive. Their base is probability as against 
certainty. Herein the case of Hadhrat Isa Masih 
alaihis salaam the precept is of definite category 
proved by all the three sources i.e. Quranic verses, 
Ahadith-Mutawatir and Ummah's consensus. 


PROOF FROM THE HOLY QURAN 


Several verses of the holy Quran have stressed upon. 
this belief. For example; 


(a) The news of Jesus’ arrival has been 
-announced in the era close. to the Day of 
Judgement: 


aad] Ul day by Linda 0 plctle 5” 
(1 eA: Luill) : 


“And it is certain that.they did not kill him. 
but Allah raised him up unto Himself” 
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(b) Ayat 
“asl yd Allly alll S059 1y S05 
Co fry) ec JD 


"And they made a secret plan and Allah 
made a secret plan, and Allah is the best of 
all the secret planners.” 

(AL. Imran: 54) 


The circumvention which has. been referred 
to here as condemned by Allah is with regard to 
Hadhrat Isa i.e. Jesus’ alaihis salaams’ elevation 
to the sky in a safe and living condition. This is 
what the commentators mean from this verse, viz., 
the -secret planning of the Jews failed in face of 
AHah's planning. 


(c) In the following verse the descent of Jesus 
has been said to be a token of the Day of Judgement. 


Sal iadal Bp GE Jo! Go Gly” 
Cs o%nbaill) . Gye 


"And all the sects of the People of the Book, 
shall profess faith in him (Jesus) before his 
death." 


C15 0b 5H) "Fela pled cat” 


(a) "And (Jesus) shall be a Sign (for the 
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coming of) the Hour (of Judgement).” 
(Quran, Al-Zukhruf 61) 


Our holy Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah sail Aliaho alaihe w. ~Uam has 
himself commented on this verse as follows. 


a di pie Ge hee dys Jl 
“(49 eyo gla alye) | ~GLall 
"He said, it means Isa bin Mariam's descent 
prior to the Day of Judgement." 

(Mawarid uz zaman, p.¢35). 
(e) The Quranic’ verse: 
cits Sale dys daosd ill ya” 
_ kanal) “mals gaull ple o gaat gall 
"He is the One Who has sent His Messenger 


with Guidance and the True Religion, so He 
may have -it prevail over every other 


religion. (al 61:9) 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani, the worat 
opponent of this dogma is compelled to-admit that: 


2 Pit l Fetishes od,” 
CU be hee STB RI LE 
wwe wil sine Uinelitecigd 
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Aeon bG 2? cael t 
AW Fetelepre FLML fray 

CAS gp Peta" CE be EF Ut Bl 
(Translation) “This Ayat in respect of 
Hadhrat Masih is a prediction for his 
physical and civic management and the 
ascendancy of Deen-e-Islam, promised (in 
this Ayat) will:come through Masih and 
when Hadhrat Masih alaihis salaam will 
come a second time in this world then Deen- 
e-Islam will spread in all worldly regions 


and horizons, at his hands.” 
(Braheen-e-Ahmadiya, p.498). 


This was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad's coveted 
book in which he acknowledged this basic tenet. In 


his Chashma-e-Marifat, p.83 after mentioning this 
ayat and its translation he writes: 


Gall aay sgl Uginy dees! ol ya” 

(8 ual) © "US Gaal gle b sgh 

SOLS rte Pe lasntioe” 

eel SNS FrLgre it acts 
wehbe Sih tie ST 

O16 te APT bt Bos Fg a! 

SS Sia SE Fhe turk Bl 


60 
we ed Sed taut nabs et 
Peg Sq SiI-t BT Ma FRR 
FT tat Pack of ” 6" a 
(ar 237278) 


“He is the One Who has sent His Messenger 
with Guidance and the True Religion, so He 
may have it prevail over every other 


religion.” 
(AL-Saff 61:9) 


“And since that worldwide predominance did 
1ot appear in the times of the holy Prophet sali 
Allaho alaihe wasallam and bevause predictions of 
Allah brock no contrariness so all the predecessors 
who have passed out earlier are unanimous that 
shis ascendancy over the world will be seen at the 
time of the promised. Masih." 


From both these writings of Mirza Sahib, it 
.s clear that the arrival of Jesus alaihis salaam a 
3zecond time has been foretold in this Ayat and that 
all the predecessors are unanimous about it. 


PROOF FROM MUTAWATIR AHADITH 
AND LIMA 


As far as the consensus of Ummah, (Ijma-e- 
Ummai) and the successively repeated Ahadith 
(mutawatir) are concerned, you have already read 
above that Hadhrat Isa alaihis ‘salaam’s second 
arrival has been auccessively repeated in Ahadith 
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and the entire Ummah of the Prophet Muhammad 
ur Rasulullah sall Allaho alaihe wasallam has 
unanimous belief in it. So it shall be opportune to 
give here some more references of Mirza Qadiani 
because an unyielding refractory is the best 
witness. In Izala-e-Auham Mirza writes: 


sabe SLI Eb, wb” 
eSB Hh we SS SS See 
NSS BS ATH ASB LUST 
LN gas SNC AP bn! is Fal she fe 
(aoe) 
"The coming of Masih bik Mariam is a-first 
class prediction, accepted unanimously by 
all and none can match it: from ong the 
predictions written in authentic ooks. of 
Traditions and there is mene equal to it in 
substance. First degree. of successive 


repetition (Tawatur) is held ty this acith . 
(page. 557). “i 


Mirza Sahib has written on this subject i in 
greater detail ‘in eee On page 9 he 


writes: 


Unb diab pb Lea bltbe : 
MBP TS tet Ba Sr€. 
at SSS Bota tesa dlp tiki 
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tats wear Lua Lb? IR leg 
Liduswpiiccs Awe Lie LS m 
Fe We PS NTAed Sf Bu! 
sighisstir? Ut uals TN ShI 
LUG NL UM Fle Lew 
Pads} pe basal LF et ar CE lysZL 
“Wifi be te tuen SK ee 4 


“Fhis prediction, in the form of a dogma, 
has been streaming forth in the blood veins 
of Muslims right from the beginning, that is, 
as many evidences for validity of this 
prediction have been existing as were the 
Muslims in the whole world at that time 
because they were memorizing it as a 
dogma. And ‘for Imams of Hadith, Imam 
Bukhari and others, if at. all any effort they 
made to discover anything in-it, it was none 
but their search for finding its legendary 
credentials. As per their normal practice, 
when they saw everybody reciting it then 
they produced testinionies from contiguous 
and high class genuine narrations which 
were collected in their books". 


Before this, Mirza Sahib had stated: 
Mea SL eli we. 
Hae AL af on lsfG 


63 
S CZF AI A Beit Lees 
PF side aS F & OCS NP ss 
“ot? oS AWB 


"The chain of successiveness of this 

prediction clearly stretches from the times 

of the Prophet sail Aliaho alaihe wasallam 

to that of ours and therefore, only those’ 

Persons argue over it who’ got no share 

from human intellect or ‘uprightness of 

belief". 13 

Therefore, when the diane of coming of 

Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam' for the second time is 
(1) unanimous for the whole Ummah and (2) it is 
testified by successive Ahadith (Mutawatirah) 
narrations and reporting and when (3) verses of the 
Quran Hakeem support it and (4) the Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sail Allaho alaihe 
wasallam and (5) the revered Companions and (6) 
all learned men of Deen and (7) all those worthy 
Imams and authorities, including Shah Wali Ullal 
Dehlavi accept this dogma, how can it be called 
doubtful or conjectural! No wise intellectual man 
can be impudent to call it so. 


ELUCIDATION OF COMMENTARIES © 
ON THE VERSE “sj 3 


You have said that the views of 
Commentators are conflicting for the verse 
“it elaaty ebs5ze" — This is your misunderstanding. 
The point is that in this'verse four promises made 
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to Hadhrat Isa Masih alaikis salaam are 
mentioned, i.e. (1) Tuwaffa (2) Rafa (3) Tatheer and 
(4) keeping his followers: triumphant. over his 
deniers. 


All commentators agree that the promise of 
Rafa (raising) means bodily movement upwards. 
This promise has been fulfilled because the Ayat 
159-in Sura ‘An-Nisa' has informed us that Allah 
took away Hadhrat Isa alaigis, salaam safe and 
sound towards Himself from the clutches of the 
Jews. This is the central idea of the ayat agreed to 
by all the Commentators and the entire Ummah 
with no difference of opinion. 


As for the sense of Tawaffa for which you 
have shown your concern, saying this word has 
different connotations, in addition to the literal, I 
say, yes;,its implications are several but each 
supports the “bodily or physical ee Rafa 
jismani. Whether the word is taken in the Benge of 

" or ‘receiving back’ or ‘balding’ or ‘sleep’ 
or ‘death’ it includes bodily raising. By these 
pacer ay the Commentators do not mean that 
they are doubtful of the fact of raising but. their 
intention is to deal with all possible implications of - 
this word leaving none. in order to confirm the 
dogma of physical raising to the sky, lest some free- 
thinker should. disbelieve by -stretching his 
suppositions. Here: is.an instance of the miracle of 
Quran Hakeem. Here is a marvel of its super- 
subtlety. Sagacious discernment of the respected 
Commentators for. the . meaning of the word 
‘Tawaffa taken in any sense remains the same, i Le. 
bodily raising to sky’ (rafa jismani ilus samaa). 
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Therefore I am much upset by your show of 
non-judiciousness for the Quran, i.e. Quran 


Hakeem's faudable qualities and the Ulama's 
expertise appear to you as a defect and infirmity. 


To summarize, I say that to extract ao many 
explanations to the word mutawoaffika and finally 
say that the respected Commentators, Allah forbid, 
were doubtful of this dogma or that the base of this 
dogma is questionable, indecisive and sceptical, is 
certainly a grave injustica perpetrated on the 
wisdom, and intellectuality of the Commentators. 


Please understand it thoroughly: The dogma 
that Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam was raised to the 
sky, safe and sound, is in accordance with the Ayat 
of Quran Hakeem “aj di aa, 2 and further 
promised in the Ayat “oil cleats” 
Neither have the respected Companions nor the 
Muslim masses ever doubted it. Its conclusiveness 
is above any presumptions, scepticism or whim of 
any sort. What the Commentators have been 
investigating is regarding the fact of mutawaffika 
as to how does this conform to the bodily Ascension 
to the sky. Because the sense of Tuwaffa implied 
several possibilities, therefore, the learned 
Commentators investigated and proved that each of 
the possibilities confirmed the bodily raising. 


Provided that no negation of any Islamic 
dogma occurs, a Quranic Verse can be explained 
with all its different implications. This is not 
something objectionable, rather it is commendable 

* because it brings out the Quranic truths from 
unfathamable oceans, for which we thank those 
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experts who enlightened uz about its subtleties. But 
if an explanation conflicta with some set principle 
of Islam or goes against the rules of grammar, 
then, in that case, such an explanation is 
unacceptable. Therefore, an interpreter, who 
interprets, contrary to the i/ma’s sense is that self- 
opinionated commentator about whom the Prophet 
Muhammad ur Raagululiah sali Allahko alethe 
wasaliam said: 


ce wate Tyas tye oT all gk UU oe” 
{Te je: BySdia—" Lill 
{Translation} "He who gives a meaning to 
the Quran by hia opinion ahould make his 
abode in the Hell.” 
(Ref. Mishkat. p.35), 


Wherever, your good self find a chance to 
study the commentary of Imam Razi or similar 
other important commentators, you will find that 
for one ayat several explanations have sometimes 
oso mada or there is one sentence for which there 
are. different explanations for Deeni. impsratives 
such-es 86 Gz class) = (offering prayer; 
giving. away 29% of wealth). In this light, if 
someone thinks that no conclusiva command exists 
for theas two basic tenets in Quran Hakeem, it shall 
be absolutely unwise. Therefore, you have to 
understand that the word mutaffika has several 
connotations and it dogs not imply that the belief in 
the life and deacent of Hadhrat Isa alaihis saloam 
ig uncertain. Otherwise, following the predication 
of your logic all basic componente of Islam shall fall 
asunder, Allah forbid, ia it possible! 
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NUMBER OF COMMENTARIES ON 
VERSE MUTAWAFFIKA 


Whereas you have mentioned thirteen 
commentators and narrations of the Ayat 
Mutawaffika, Mirza Khuda Bux has exceeded to the 
extent of eighteen in his book Asl-e-Musaffa. But it 
is neither thirteen nor eighteen. You have taken 
interpretational variations as conflicting opinions 
of the commentators. That is, one sense which has 
been clarified by different interpreters you have 
taken each one as a separate commentary, 
whereas, the tenor and purport are one and the 
same. Strange enough, you have taken them as 
inter-conflicting while their varying attributes 
could be amalgama’ and grouped together. If I 
dwell upon this point r, it shall amount to my 
going in for a lengthy writing. Therefore, I confine 
myself to some brief, notes as hints are always 
sufficient for the wise.’ 





(a) On point Qe «you have. mentioned 
Sy peak ye "and on: point (2) yssLillly ait (yn a” 
whereas ‘both these can be grouped with one or the 
Teher and therefore it is incorrect.to count them 
separately. Your intention i ig be, increase the count. 


(b) On: point (4) ou have mentioned 
dolce dw” and point (5}=i pal dad Tins Ls! Aren't 
both the same? Why a pia mention? Point (7) 
can also be grouped with it because in it 
“cl yqll 4c’ dias” is explained in the sense of 
death. Paty. We So , 


(c) You. have. mentioned -at point (6) 
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“Lab chi gis” and at point (13)p3il) Ge © jielisiny 
What is the difference between the two, tell me. 


(@) You have’ mentioned at (8) . “ily gil ial” 
and at (10) "chili ledge and (11) 
“Unvsd. Adc” All the three have one sense. 


If you had correctly thought out, you would 
bave encountered no difficulty in understanding 
that in ayat * Mclaitys chasis ol pias”. the 
words “jidaity mean bodily Ascension to 
the sky with which nobody disagrees. As for the 
word tuwaffa promised in the context, its different 
explications are correct in their meanings and 
whatever explanation is adopted it shall meet the 
fame sense and ultimately’ get shrunk to about 
three or four basically. 


One explanation is that actual meaning of 
.tuwaffa is “taking into custody” or "recovering 
fully", “eripping’ or eee: Some have meant 

fi Pan and 
some interpret. it tor mean “receiving” and 
“acquiring.” Because when Isa alaihis salaam is 
being promised that Allah, the Exalted, is taking 
him into His custedy by saving him from the 
clutches. of the Jews, all matters. of 

SP 4 LM Lit ian / Le 
(protection from killing) are automatically 
subsumed in it. 


Secondly: If the word zuwa/ffa is taken in the sense 
.of death which is ita figurative sense, one 
explanation can be that in the Ayat there is a sense 
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of a preceding event which happens before. In other 
words, the promise of death shall take effect later, 
although its mention has been made earlier. 
Sayyedna Ibne Abbas RadhiyAliaho anhuma has 
taken this explanation as I have remarked in his 
earlier narration from Durr-e-Manthoor:. 


AT chebghe ( abaily gt JU" 
(TI Y50 *o- ole; 


Translation: "I am raising you unto Myself 
at the moment and then in the last epoch I 
shall cause your death.” 

. (ol. 2, p.36). 


This very sense you hase quoted from 
Tafseer-e-Thealbi i in the words = “iil hoya” 


Thirdly: Some gentlemen have meant figurative 

death by tuwaffa “Lili dkisiey” * stgiallS elas!” with 

which Imam Razi has dealt in-his Tafseer-e-Kabir 

and some sufis in accordance with their taste have 

taken this figurative death to mean death of desires. 
cal gpl ye cya” 


These three implied. meanings are in 
accordance with the Islamic belief while Ibn-e- 
Ishaq and Wahab bin Munabbah have reported that 
the version of Christians that Hadhrat Masih 
alaihis salaam remained dead for three hours or 
three days, and became alive later is not accepted by 
.Muslims, still they allow the possibility of his 
remaining dead temporarily and then raised soon 
after in live state. However, as this version in itself 
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is weak it is plausible that its elucidation should 
also seem feeble. 


These are the variations.in' commentaries by 
which you deem a conclusive dogma.as conjectural. 
I can't understand how agida gataiyah with its 
implied explanations of mutawaffika can lead to 
doubts in the dogma of ascent to the sky 

“all lh ay” . 


If you go deeply into this matter, there is one 
more point, i.e., the onus of proof lies on you as a 
plaintiff and not on me as a defendant. There is one 
party which brings the words: mutawaffika to prove 
the death of Masih and against it are Muslims who 
believe in his "raising" and prove it by Ayat 

-~ “ag ell tad, Jp Lins 0 gltdlesy ‘el hail yg” 

The argument is conclusively proved by the fact 
that from the first day to the last Muslims have 
taken this Ayat to mean "bodily raising”. The 
person who rejects this consensus of the Ummah 
should prove that the word mutawa/ffika means 
death by consensus of Ummah and there is no 
possibility of any other meaning to it. And, in case, 
Muslims can prove that this word can also mean 
differently, as has been proved by well-versed 
Ulama then, by rule WA) Riery Un rn ree eK 
(arguments fail when possibilities arise) the 
petitioner's argument is vitiated. This should make 
you realise that the word mutawaffika with its 
various commentaries is a bugaboo for those who 
have erected it themselves. They are mistaken . 
when by it they mean death of Masih. No harm to 
Muslims because it is not a mainstay of Muslim 
argument. It is yours not ours. For us the pivotal 
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REFERENCES OF NONDESCRIPTS ARE 
NOT BINDING. 


You have brought forth an assertion of some 
people from Siraj ud Din's book, Haridaiul Ajaib wa 
Farid ur Raghaib aad from Sheikh Muhammad 
Sabri's book Igtibasu! Anwar that by descent of Isa 
elaihis salaam is meant baroz-e-Isa (re- 
incarnation, transmigration of soul of Isa alaihis 
salaam). You yourself admit that Sheikh Sabri 
contradicted these people by saying 

wl eee Cully dale ly , that this premise 
is extremely weak, still you maintain that there are 
people. among Muslims who hold such views. I 
submit that tipsy-headed people are always there. 
They are non-descripts, having pass ve minds and 
whose clues, signs and symptoms lay buried now 
under the sands of time. To exhume them for 
extracting a testimony from them for a literary 
argument, thereby darkening Islamic beliefs, 
cannot be the act of a person claiming to possess 
sound mechanism of head and heart. 


Hundreds and thousands. of frivolous 
observations and notions have-been decorating 
galleries of many an imaginative mind yet these get 
consigned to oblivion no sconer the show-man has 
departed. But for a faithful Muslim there are no 
such allurements. It is Allah's Commands 
transmitted through prophetic truths, beliefs of 
elders of Deen and paths shown by righteous 
predecessors upon which he treads. For a 'momin’, 
therefore, these are the only source of guidance and 
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satisfaction. On the contrary if one leaps into 
accepting statements of unknown ambiguous block- 
heads it can only be an act of one who, having 
snapped the thread of faith is wandering in wild 
wastes of error and deviation. 


DO RESEARCHERS REFUTE DESCENT 
OF MASIH 


You have referred to some "research 
scholars of Millat-e-Islamia". You have not 
identified them but you say. that they claim. that 
there is no need of any Masih or Mahdi in Ummat 
Muhammadiya because Deen-e-Muhammadi was 
completed in all respects and is now most perfect. 
You agree with this view and say “this dogma is 
correct”. : 


Boldly, I say here two things: 

First: In early days there existed a group of 
atheists and infidel-dualists who propounded this 
‘dogma. Therefore Islamic religious jurists 
excommunicated them from the Millat as did 
Allama Safareeni and Allama Seoti referred to 
earlier. In the present times, Mr. Parvez and . 
“followers hold this view. If by “some research 
scholars of Millat-e-Islamia "you mean such sorts 
of people then, léave aside the dogma of descent of 
Masih alathis salaam, their followers do not need to 
believe in any Islamic dogma of Salat, Zakat, Haj, 
Fasting, Sacrificial rites, Wahi, Angels, Satan, etc., 
ie., a clean sweep of disobedience to all Islamic 
tenets! But if by "some research scholars" you 
mean some other people then do give me the 
pleasure of knowing their names. I am eager to 
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know who are superior to Imam Abu Hanifa, 
Imam Malik, Imam Ahmad Hambal, Shah Abdul 
Qadir Jeelani, Imam Ibn ‘Tamiyya, Imam Ibne 
Qayyim, Mujaddid Alf-e-Thani, Shah Wali Ullah 
and others. Who are those “research scholara” who 
had the audacity of contradicting these Deeni 
stalwarts? Nay, I have mentioned these names ~ 
from the second line. Frontmost are the holy 

. Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sal! Allaho. 
alaihe wasallam, his Venerable Companions and 
their honourable Successors. When such great men 
of distinction are announcing the advent of Hadhrat 
Isa alaihis salaam are you depending upon some 
worthless fellows? You may well size up the status 
of these nondescripts. 


Second: My other submission is that neither 
you nor I have any locus to pass any judgement 
over the bonafides of a dogma. Our position is that 
we follow the path laid by Allah and His Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sell Aliaho alaihe 
wasallam, the Venerable Companions, their 
respectable Successors and the elders of the 
Ummah and the progeny after progeny of the most 
illustrious saints, revivalists, theologians, 
reformers and jurists. I am prepared to cite you the 

_ proof that Muslims from the first to the present 
century and from the times of the noble Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sali Allaho alaihe 
wasallam till today have been holding the belief that 
Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam will come again in this 
Ummah. Please keep in mind that I am not talking 
of the rank and file of Muslims but in my mind are . 
‘those substantially supreme ones that had no 
worldly engagement except keeping themselves 
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engrossed in - fathoming endleas oceans of 
knowledge contained in the Quran and the Hadith; 

each one of these, in his right outweighed the whole 
Ummah of today. After these testimonies, 1 ask, 

has any one the right to carve out a new viewpoint 
in Islami? 


You say that in the Ayat BAetanor 
Nabiyyeen and Hadith Sabih. greys) 
alludes toa total discontinuance of tee thood: 
Your argument is that -in the words 
aa Gt” the word “¥- is a common noun 
(nots ariee or definite) thereby meaning to say that 
no Nabi can come henceforth, old or new, that is 
prophethood of all sorts is closed for ever. I regret to 
say that you have stumbled here. First: just as 
there are successive and continuous mutawatir 
Ahadith for the finality of prophethood so also there 
are successive and continuous Ahadith for the 
second coming of Hadbhrat Isa alathis salaam. 
Moreover, if Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam’s coming 
was a negation of finality of prophethood how could 
the Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sali Allaho 
alaihe wasaliam repeat this news successively 
himsel: y 


Second: As per Hadith Sahih the Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasululiah sail Allaho alaihe 
wasallam has repeatedly spoken the words of 
Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam "My Protector has a 
promise with me that Dajjal will come out at the 
time near the Resurrection Day and I will slay 
him.” (Ref. Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 1, p. 375; Ibne 
Majah p. 309; Mustadrak Hakim Vol. 4, pp. 488, 545, 
Fathul Bari, Vol. 13, p.79). 
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Now, be fair. Was Allah, the Exalted (Allah 
forbid) unaware at the time of making promise:that 
the Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sal! Allako- 
alaihe wasallam was the last.of prophets Khataman. 
Nabiyyeen or that Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam, and 
the Prophet ‘himself did not know the matter of: 
prophethood's finality... Were -the revered 
Companions ‘and the whole galaxy of glorious 
elders of:the Ummah right up to Mujaddid Alf-e- 
Thani who placed their belief in the arrival of 
Hadhrat Isa alaihis selaam were unaware of.the 
meaning of finality of prophethood as evident from - 
the Hadith ‘sau io%: and the: verse ~“passill pts” 

- If your argument is allowed its way, does it 
not mean accusing Allah, the Exalted, the 
prophets, the Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah 
sall Allaho alaihe wasallam, the Companions, the 
Successors, the Imams and the elders of the 
Ummah of ignorance and falsehood! (Allah forbid). 
Allah has granted you too wisdom, understanding, 
sense and comprehension. Allow these traits to 
work and ponder over what discovery you have hit 
upon. Has there been a person earlier than you to 
have discovered these theories? Alas! In explaining 
the sense of what Allah and His Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sali Allaho alaihe 
. wasallam mean, you are accusing Allah and His 
prophet of falsehood. Is it for the first time that 
Quran and Hadith have reached your hands or did 
no one know Arabic language before you? 

~ ’ 


Third: The holy saying of the Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sail Allaho alaihe 
wasallam that "There shall be no Nabi after me" 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah sail Allaho alaihe 
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wasallam is absolutely true and it appears you did 
not take the trouble of evaluating the sense of the 
word badi (after me): It means. nobody will get 
prophethood after the placement of the holy Prophet 
Muhammad ur Rasulullah gall Aliaho alaihe 
wasatiam and he who will ciaim prophethood will 
be. a great liar and Dajjal. This sense, the Prophet. 

Muhammad ur Rasulullah sal! Allaho alaihe 
wasaliam explained by the words. “Sing 5g Y™ 
{20 prophethood after me). Who says that Hadhrat 
Isa aiaihis salaam will get prophethood after our 
Prophet Muhammad ur Rasulullah sail. Allako 
‘alaihe wasallam? Hadhrat Isa alaihis salaam got 
the prophethood before Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah sail Aliaho alaihe wasallam. This does 
not negate the peuphenhtos of those who got it 
earlier. 


On page 4 of your esteemed letter, you have 
called Hafiz Ibne Hajar as Sheikh-ul-Islam. 
Therefore I quote from him so that you come to 
believe at least in what he says: 


SS! Kyi Ltat edi am aa gl” 
SR gah Bg gay le Y Cuil Gye sal 
(Vg 89 ye Glace jaa ys GLa) "ails 


(Tranalation) “So it is mandatory to apply the 
negation of Gia i¥ to mean that the 
attainment of Nubuwwat in future will not 
be possible for anyones. This does not nullify 
the existence of any Nabi who had been - 
-honoured through ordainment of Nubuwwat 
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earlier than the holy Prophet sail Allaho 


alaihe wasallam.” 
(Ref. Al Asabah fi 
Marifatis Sahabah Vol. 1, p.425). 


There is a great collection of similar 
writings before me but the above references should 
suffice for the person who is prepared to pay heed. 
Yet I wonder, how can the deniers be set right. 
Well, we should have no concern with the one who 
acknowledges and the one who does not, because 
our work is not to make people agree. We are here 
to render advice. If one wants to understand, it will 
be his good fortune, else his misfortune. 


~ I conclude with two more. references. First 
one is from Imam Bin Hazm. He. writes in his book 
Al Fas! criticizing the perverse people. 

Oy fas a yd ppeelaw go bias” 

cee ait Uys Api y cabal Slay dill Jy, 

plane Sypany in “gan GT: play abe all 

Lila vas 2 lis p Maal dale ones costs ol 

SED gh pany dade alll ge all puny abakinatLe 

tele pare ce use Jy gd Gyldlt Sail 

~ eH ST pal 
(re Vhs ell iS). : 
(Tranglation): "And these people talk like 
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this, even after hearing (the saying of Allah 
Taala i.e. ul le 9 ll Ug Sty =—sand: 
the saying of the Prophet Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah ‘sali Allaho alaihe wasallam i.e. 
“gay Y Will there be a Muslim who will 

allow any person as a prophet after him sal! . 
Allaho alaihe wasaliam unless the Prophet 
sall Allaho alaihe wasallam himself has 
excepted somebody in his certified and 
established traditions viz. Isa bin Mariam 

- alathis salaam’s descent in the last era. He . | 

is of course exempted.” 

Ref. Kitabul Fasl. Vol.3, p.180). 


The parca reference is from Tafseer Roohul 
Maani by Syed Mahmood Aloosi under Ayat 
Kareema “papi Slag dll dye oly” 

dele GY! ciosal Le alll yb cas Ys” 
SAR fdas caily Uylaly GLY ad ugly 
wess det le LSI a Ghiy spinal 
* genne J93h on Mae MAIS 0 Sie Sly Gy LU 
clas ed Lies ols GY gljil JT pull ole 
aia id iypilly plug ale dN gle Lips 
ae (Tt ye VY ale slall cy) pai) “abel 
(Translation): "And that dogma which has — 


Ummah's consensus does not hinder the 
belief in the finality of prophethood for which 
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Ahadith are famous, to the extent of 
successiveness Tawatur on which Ailah's 
Book speaks and belief in which -is 
imperative. Its deniers, such as philo- 
sophers, have been declared unbelievers. I 
mean the dogma of descent of Isa alaihis | 
salaam in the last era. (And this dogma does 
not negate the dogma of finality of prophet-~ 
hood since Hadhrat Isa alaihkis salaam will 
not get prophethood after Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah sali Allaho. alaihe wasallam _ 
because he was an earlier Nabi, earlier to_ 
the ordainment of Muhammad ur 
Rasulullah sali Aliaho alaihe wasallam as 
the Prophet in this universe. : 
(Ref. Tafseer Roohul Maani, Vol.22, p.34). - 


' CONCLUSION 


If, Sir, you look at what I have written above 
in an equitable manner, even one reference should 
be sufficient to meet your doubts and remove all 
misunderstanding. With these humble words, I - 
close, 

- “pada dab pam iH Le coe gy ly” 


One point, albeit, I forgot to mention. The 
appearance of Hadhrat Mahdi (alaihir ridhwan) or 
‘ the descent of Hadhrat Iea Masih (alaihis salaam) 
is not to complete our Deen because our Deen is 
certainly complete for the last fourteen hundred 
years. Appearance of these dignitaries will not be 
for the purpose of completing the- Deen. but to 
enforce it. The-intent of Allah is that after. 

all Deens, the entire humanity shall be brought on 


80 


one platform of Deen-e-Islam before the advent of 
Resurrection Day. So, Hadhrat Mahdi (alaihi 
ridhwan} will come for enforcing religious 
reformation of Ummat-e-Muhammadiya and 
Hadhrat Isa Masih (aiaikis salaam) for quelling the 
perfidious rising of the mischievous Zionist Dajjal 
and for abrogating the distortions and tamperings, 
perpetrated by the Christians and the Jews. 


FENAL APPEAL 


This humble being has iried to clear your 
mind of all your doubts one by one. Your good self 
acknowledged that you were writing the letter for 
the express purpose of seeking what is just and 
right. I am therefore, hopeful that you will apply 
your sense of equity and integrity and affirm your 
faith in Isa alaihis salaam’s descent. Thus-you will 
neither reject, the collective wisdom of the Ummah 
nor join the ranks of apostates by refuting the 
conclusive belief in the descent of Jesus. 


Balas ym JJ Gayl aly 


Rawalpindi 
1st April 1996 





